Technical Basics For The Infinite Mind Production

PRO TOOLS

* THE FOLLOWING ASSUMES YOU HAVE A BASIC KNOWLEDGE OF PRO TOOLS SOFTWARE

Elements:

All sound files are to be stored on the external SCSI hard drive. This includes all of the individual sessions that make up each TIM program. This drive appears on the Mac desktop as “Pro Tools Drive.” Certain production elements are also stored on the external drive. These include various pieces of music, credits, tone etc.  There are 2 folders containing these elements. One is called “TIM Elements 48k” and the other is “TIM Elements 44.1k” Currently we produce the show with a sampling rate of 44.1kHz, so most likely you will use these elements if necessary. To add a piece of music etc to a session: 

1. Click on the button labeled “Audio” above the bin and select “Add Soundfile”

2. Navigate to the Pro Tools Drive/TIM Elements 44.1

3. Select the desired file, click ADD, then DONE.

4. The file will now appear in the bin. Files can be shared between any session of the same sample rate.

5.    NOTE: Regions cannot be move between sessions. They must first be made into files. To do this, highlight the region, click on “AudioSuite” Menu, choose “DUPLICATE”, then “PROCESS”. Now double click on this new file and give it a name you will recognize. Follow steps 1-3.

Recording to DAT

Make sure to “SOLO” the desired track and “MUTE” any track that you do not want going to tape. Select the “SETUPS” menu, then “HARDWARE.”  Sample rate should be 44100 and Sync Mode set to “INTERNAL.” If Recording digitally to the Tascam DAT Machine, click Other Options and change S/PDIF I/O to “Tascam” if recording to any other DAT machine, this should be set to “OTHER.”

Insert a DAT into the machine, start recording and then play from Pro Tools.

TROUBLESHOOTING: 

No Level: Check that blue S/PDIF cables are connecting DAT machine with the computer. Be sure that sync mode is set to “INTERNAL” Be sure copy protection tab on tape is not engaged.

No Sound:  Are the board and amp powered up? Faders up?

Recording From DAT

Load tape into DAT Machine. Make sure copy protection tab in engaged to prevent accidental erasing. Click the “RECORD” button on the track you would like to record on. From the i/o column, 

SESSION

*THE FOLLOWING ASSUMES YOU HAVE A BASIC KNOWLEDGE OF SESSION SOFTWARE.
Elements:

Certain production elements for The Infinite Mind are stored on the E: drive. These include numerous pieces of music of differing lengths, Opens, Closes, Katina trax for the program open and promos (i.e. Kat15, KatOpen etc) and 1k reference tone (Tone) for the top of the show. To add one of these to a mix, select Add Soundfile from the file menu and navigate to the E: drive (Music2) and the desired soundfile.

I generally create a new session for each guest or segment on the show. When that piece is roughly edited and/or synced and automated, it can be added to the final Mix session.

Recording To DAT

Automation should be adjusted in the mix so recorded levels are consistently maintained between  -12dB and just below -3dB and averaging around -6dB.

For final TIM mixes, use the Tascam double DAT to run 2 copies at once. (Set the Common Mode switch to 1&2, and start recording on the DAT 1 side)  Take the blue coaxial cable, marked “I” (for in) from the Panasonic and plug it into the jack labeled Digital In 1on the Tascam. Switch all cables with the device’s power turned OFF. Before recording, go to Preferences in the Options menu and select DA30 from the digital I/O type. This is for Tascam only! If recording to or from the Panasonic, switch back to “Other” 

and return coax cable to Panasonic. Finally, from the I/O Window, select Digital for the main output setting. Note: The Tascam has a formatting process. Before laying down the show, press record/play to allow the tape to be formatted. Rewind tape and begin recording again.

Recording From DAT

Set the clock source to digital and be sure to select Tascam or Other, from the I/O type depending on the machine you are using. When recording is complete, set the clock source back to internal.

Note:  Before starting work on a new TIM show, you’ll need to configure Session’s sound file directories. If you do not know how to do this, see page 23 of the software manual.

Also, always be sure you are saving to the proper drive. The first time you click save during your session, the program will default to the C: drive, be sure to select D: or F:, then navigate to the appropriate folder.

Cassette

To play a cassette, power up the machine. Press the Tape and Assign to Main Mix buttons on the mixer and use the headphone fader to control volume.

To record, bring up the faders for the device you are recording from as well as the main mix faders to about -5 and then set the recording levels on the cassette machine using the Input knob in the center.

NO LEVEL? 

* Make sure cables are coming from the cassette out  on the back of the deck to the tape input on the board and cables from the cassette in on the deck are connected to the tape output on the board.

Trouble Shooting

Not Hearing Anything???
Are the amp and mixer turned on?

Are the proper faders up on the mixer?

Is the volume up on the amp?

If recording to DAT did you select Digital out?

If playing back a session, did you select Analog out?

If playing a DAT, are the cables from the DAT’s output connected to the board?

